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Province Cumulative 
cases (n) 

(percentage, n/
total cases in 
South Africa)

Population in 
mid-20211, n

Cumulative
testing rate 
per 100,000

Cumulative 
incidence 

risk of cases / 
100,000

Cumulative
incidence risk of

admissions /
100,000

Cumulative
incidence risk

of deaths /
100,000 

Eastern Cape 364 822 (9.1) 6 676 590 24536.7 5 464.2 731.6 199.3

Free State 216 558 (5.4) 2 932 441 42430.2 7 384.9 1115.4 209.9

Gauteng 1 330 570 (33.1) 15 810 388 50009.8 8 415.8 1013.9 193.9

KwaZulu-Natal 718 940 (17.9) 11 513 575 31866.5 6 244.3 777.1 152.8

Limpopo 160 111 (4.0) 5 926 724 10298.3 2 701.5 358.1 90.2

Mpumalanga 202 826 (5.1) 4 743 584 22402.2 4 275.8 486.3 103.9

North West 202 714 (5.0) 4 122 854 43058.3 4 916.8 835.2 121.8

Northern Cape 115 477 (2.9) 1 303 047 22496.0 8 862.1 916.3 188.9

Western Cape 704 063 (17.5) 7 113 776 49260.2 9 897.2 1703.1 265.7

Unknown  

Total 4 016 081 60 142 978 35162.8 6 677.6 903.1 173.5

Table 1. Number and cumulative incidence risk of SARS-CoV-2 PCR testing, laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19, admissions and  
deaths per 100 000 persons by province, South Africa, 3 March 2020 – 17 September 2022

12021 Mid-year population Statistics South Africa

From 3 March 2020 through to 17 September 2022 (week 
37 of 2022), a total of 21 147 940 PCR tests for SARS-CoV-2, 
4 016 081 laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases, 543 146 
admissions and 104 366 deaths were reported in South 
Africa.  In week 37, the PCR testing rate was highest in Gauteng 
Province (63 per 100 000 persons) and lowest in Limpopo 
Province (7 per 100 000 persons). The percentage testing 
positive in week 37 was highest in Northern Cape Province 
(7.4%) and lowest in North West Province (1.7%). The highest 
weekly incidence risk was reported in Gauteng Province  

(4.8 cases per 100 000 persons), and the lowest in Northern 
Cape Province (0.5 cases per 100 000 persons). The highest 
weekly proportion of admissions was reported in Gauteng 
Province (46.5%), and the lowest was in the Northern Cape 
Province (0%). In summary, the testing rate, percentage 
testing positive, case numbers, number of admissions and 
deaths remained low in the past few weeks. Individuals 
eligible for COVID-19 vaccines are encouraged to vaccinate 
and to get booster shots.
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